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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Research Background 
  English is the language that is used by global community. The 
important role of English demands people around the world to learn it 
in order to be competitive in practical life and for their higher education 
level. The statement above is supported by the research of Boroujeni 
and Fard (2013) states that the world becomes a global village that 
demands people to adopt a common lingua franca to facilitate 
communication between people from different linguistic backgrounds. 
English was approved this right and it became the language of 
international communication. In accordance with the research of 
Boroujeni and Fard (2013), English is a common language of 
communication. It plays vital role in many fields such as educational,  
economic, political and social. 
  According to Mackay (2002), due to the status of English as a 
common lingua france in the world, the teaching of English language 
becomes very important where many people in the world are learning 
it. Thus, University of Muhammadiyah Malang as one of the 
universities in Indonesia is probably one of the first amongst those that 
realises this important role of english as they have implemented ESP 
(English For Specific Purposes) as one of the courses in 
Muhammadiyah. ESP is a compulsory course in Muhammadiyah 
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University and obligated for the first and second semester students 
whatever their department is. 
  Anwar (as cited in Widodo, 2004) states that the materials 
development are teachers’ based-assumption, not based on what is 
actually needed by the students. From this statement, we can say that 
the material is not relevant for the students since ESP is designed to 
meet the students’ need so that they can develop their speficic area of 
knowledge.1Furthermore, Hutchinson and Watersc(1987, asscited in 
Brunton,22009) put across three important reasons of ESP which are 
the demands of a modern world, linguistic uprising and learner-
centered. 
  According to Richards (2007), in EFL/ESL teaching which 
includes ESP, has applied Communicative Language Teaching as their 
class method which also effective and modern. ESP is intended to 
provide a teaching learning situation where it fits the students’ need and 
become one of the well-known part of EFL teaching. 
  Far (2008) states that ESP is a well-known activity in English 
language teaching (ELT) professional framework which gives the hint 
of syllabuses design and materials. From the above definition, it can be 
concluded that ESP is an English course that helps in arranging the 
syllabuses and the materials. Adam-Smith (1989) declares that an ESP 
course trainsaa “good ESP learner” whoo“is not necessarily the one 
who comes top in the English class, but rather the one who performs 
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succesfully in concurrent and subsequent English-medium subjects”. It 
will only occur if the ESP materials based on students’ need and in 
order to develop that materials, needs analysis is required. The 
achievement of students in particular English skill would less or more 
explains if that ESP in any institution is succes or not, therefore, the 
researcher chose Muhammadiyah university to conduct the research. 
  One previous research which is related to this study was 
conducted by Pangesti (2011), which found that most of the second 
semester students of Mechanical Engineering Department gave a reason 
that they joined in ESP Reading course in order to develop their 
English skill. The second previous research by Risanty (2011), found 
that most of the students were answered that they learn English in order 
to develop their English skill. Speaking was the major English skill 
which would be used in their career and the speaking skill was the 
major English skill most needed by the students. 
  By those linguists’ statements above, the researcher is 
interested to carry out an analysis and to investigate the present needs 
and target needs of Bahasa Indonesia Students of University of 
Muhammadiyah Malang. 
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1.2 Research Problems 
The questions or problems that are need to be answered through 
this research, derived from the background above are as follows: 
1. What are the students’ present needs in studying English at Bahasa 
Indonesia Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 
2. What are the students’ target needs in studying English at Bahasa 
Indonesia Department of University of Muhammadiya Malang? 
1.3 Research1Objectivess 
1. To know the students’ present needs in studying English at Bahasa 
Indonesia Department of Muhammadiyah University Malang. 
2. To know the students’ target needs in studying English at Bahasa 
Indonesia Department of Muhammadiyah University Malang. 
1.4 Research Significance 
      This study is conducted by the means of providing the 
information related to the needs of Bahasa Indonesia students in 
learning ESP and expected to help ESP material developers and 
lecturers in arranging the material or the course of ESP for Bahasa 
Indonesia students. 
1.5 Scope and Limitation 
  The researcher’s scope of this study is focused on the analysis 
of students’ needs in ESP course for Bahasa Indonesia students. This 
study is limited on the third-semester Bahasa Indonesia students in 
University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The third-semester students 
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have taken ESP I and II in their earlier semesters which give them the 
proper knowledge of what they really want and what they really need 
from ESP. Therefore, the researcher chooses them as the subject of this 
research. 
 
1.6 DefinitionnofoKey Termss 
  The following are the definition of the key terms to prevent 
misunderstanding toward this study: 
1. Need analysis is an information gathering process (Boroujeni & 
Fard, 2013). The kinds of information that will be gathered  in Need 
Analysis are the objectives of the learners for learning a language 
and their attitude, beliefs, and opinions toward the English course. 
2. “ESP is an approach to language teaching in which the decision 
content and method are based on the learners’ needs for learning” 
(Hutchinson & Waters, 1987). In other words, ESP is a means for 
the teacher or the material developer to involve its learners to 
generate the materials that fit their needs in English. 
3. Present Situation Analysis estimates strengths and weaknesses in 
language,  skills, learning experiences (Dudley-Evans & St. John, 
1998). This analysis is to elicit information of the learners’ English 
proficiency. 
4. Target Needs is what the learners needs to do in the target situation 
(Hutchinson & Waters, 1987). What kind of skills that learners have 
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to achieve so their knowledge of English would be useful in their 
future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
